
WriƟng—Year 5 
Area of wriƟng  NaƟonal Curriculum ObjecƟve Teacher Assessment Framework  Milestone Indicators  

To plan wriƟng and 
to write with pur-

pose. 

· In narraƟves, describing seƫngs, characters and atmos-
phere and integraƟng dialogue to convey character and 
advance the acƟon.  

· IdenƟfying the audience for and purpose of the wriƟng, 
selecƟng the appropriate form and using other similar 
wriƟng as models for their own  

· NoƟng and developing iniƟal ideas, drawing on reading 
and research where necessary. 

· In narraƟves, describe seƫngs and characters and  begin to 
create atmosphere. 

In narraƟves, describe seƫngs and characters and  begin to create 
atmosphere. 
 
IdenƟfying the audience for and purpose of the wriƟng, selecƟng the 
appropriate form and using other similar wriƟng as models for their 
own  
 
NoƟng and developing iniƟal ideas, drawing on reading and research 
where necessary. 

To use imaginaƟve 
descripƟon. 

· SelecƟng appropriate grammar and vocabulary, under-
standing how such choices can change and enhance 
meaning. 

·  

· Select appropriate grammar and vocabulary to change and 
enhance meaning (powerful language, adverbs, fronted 
adverbials, similes, metaphors). 

 

Select powerful vocabulary.  

Use similes and metaphors.  

Using fronted adverbials (where, when, how). 

Use  a variety of adverbs. 

 

To use and to write 
sentences appropri-

ately. 

· Ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense through-
out a piece of wriƟng. 

· Ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using 
singular and plural.. 

· Recognising vocabulary and structures that are appropri-
ate for formal speech and wriƟng, including subjuncƟve 
forms. 

· Using passive verbs to affect the presentaƟon of infor-
maƟon in a sentence. 

· Using the perfect form of verbs to mark relaƟonships of 
Ɵme and cause. 

· Using modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of possi-
bility. 

· Using relaƟve clauses beginning with who, which, where, 
when, whose, that or with an implied (i.e. omiƩed) rela-
Ɵve pronoun. 

· learning the grammar for years 5 and 6 in English Appen-
dix 2 

· Ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout 
a piece of wriƟng. 

· Use modal verbs  to indicate degrees of possibility.  
· Use a variety of coordinaƟng and subordinaƟng conjunc-

Ɵons.  
· Variety of simple, compound and complex  sentences. 

Ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece 
of wriƟng. 
 
Use modal verbs  to indicate degrees of possibility.  
 
Use a variety of coordinaƟng and subordinaƟng conjuncƟons.  
 
Variety of simple, compound and complex  sentences. 
 
Ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular 
and plural. 
 
Using the perfect form of verbs to mark relaƟonships of Ɵme and 
cause. 
 
Using relaƟve clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, 
whose, that or with an implied (i.e. omiƩed) relaƟve pronoun. 
 
 

To spell correctly.  

· Use further prefixes and suffixes and understand the guid-
ance for adding them. 

· Spell some words with ‘silent’ leƩers [for example, knight, 
psalm, solemn]. 

· ConƟnue to disƟnguish between homophones and other 
words which are oŌen confused. 

· Use knowledge of morphology and etymology in spelling 
and understand that the spelling of some words needs to 
be learnt specifically, as listed in English Appendix 1. 

· Use dicƟonaries to check the spelling and meaning of 
words. 

· Use the first three or four leƩers of a word to check 
spelling, meaning or both of these in a dicƟonary. 

· Use a thesaurus. 

· Spell some words from the year 5 and 6 spelling list  correct-
ly.  

· Use a dicƟonary to spell more ambiguous language.  

Spell some words from the year 5 and 6 spelling list  correctly.  

Use the first three or four leƩers of a word to check spelling, mean-
ing or both of these in a dicƟonary. 

Use a thesaurus. 

Use further prefixes and suffixes and understand the guidance for 
adding them. 

Spell some words with ‘silent’ leƩers [for example, knight, psalm, 
solemn]. 

ConƟnue to disƟnguish between homophones and other words 
which are oŌen confused. 

 

To organise wriƟng 
· Using further organisaƟonal and presentaƟonal devices to 

structure text and to guide the reader [for example, head-
ings, bullet points, underlining].  

· Using expanded noun phrases to convey complicated 
informaƟon concisely. 

· In non-narraƟve wriƟng use organisaƟonal and presentaƟon-
al devices to structure text and to guide the reader [for ex-
ample, headings, bullet points, underlining].  

In non-narraƟve wriƟng use organisaƟonal and presentaƟonal devic-
es to structure text and to guide the reader [for example, headings, 
bullet points, underlining].  

Use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated informaƟon.  

To paragraphs  
· Adverbials to link ideas across paragraphs. 
· Using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and 

across paragraphs 

· Adverbials to link ideas across paragraphs. 
 

Adverbials to link ideas across paragraphs. 



WriƟng—Year 5 

Area of wriƟng  NaƟonal Curriculum ObjecƟve Teacher Assessment Framework  Milestone Indicators  

To punctuate  

accurately.  

· Using commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity in 
wriƟng. 

· Using hyphens to avoid ambiguity. 
· Using brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis. 
· Using semi-colons, colons or dashes to mark boundaries 

between independent clauses. 
· Using a colon to introduce a list 
· PunctuaƟng bullet points consistently. 
· Use and understand the grammaƟcal terminology in Eng-

lish Appendix 2 accurately and appropriately in discussing 
their wriƟng and reading  

· Use punctuaƟon to avoid ambiguity (commas and hyphens). 
· Using brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis. 
· Using a colon to introduce a list. 
· Use semi-colons to join independent clauses.  

Use punctuaƟon to avoid ambiguity (commas and hyphens). 
 
Using brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis. 
 
Using a colon to introduce a list. 
 
PunctuaƟng bullet points consistently. 
 
Use semi-colons to join independent clauses (replacing the coordi-
naƟng conjuncƟon).  

To analyse wriƟng.  

· In wriƟng narraƟves, considering how authors have devel-
oped characters and seƫngs in what pupils have read, 
listened to or seen performed. 

· Précising longer passages. 
· DisƟnguishing between the language of speech and 

wriƟng and choosing the appropriate register. 
· Assessing the effecƟveness of their own and others’ 

wriƟng. 
· Proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctua-

Ɵon to enhance effects and clarify meaning. 
· Proof-read for spelling and punctuaƟon errors. 
· Use and understand the grammaƟcal terminology in Eng-

lish Appendix 2 accurately and appropriately in discussing 
their wriƟng and reading. 

  
In wriƟng narraƟves, considering how authors have developed char-
acters and seƫngs in what pupils have read, listened to or seen 
performed. 
 
Précising longer passages (summarising). 
 
Assessing the effecƟveness of their own and others’ wriƟng. 
 
Proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuaƟon to en-
hance effects and clarify meaning. 
 
Proof-read for spelling and punctuaƟon errors. 

To present neatly.  

· Choosing which shape of a leƩer to use when given choic-
es and deciding whether or not to join specific leƩers. 

 
· Choosing the wriƟng implement that is best suited for a 

task. 

· Mostly maintain legibly joined handwriƟng.  Mostly maintain legibly joined handwriƟng.  
 
Choosing which shape of a leƩer to use when given choices and 
deciding whether or not to join specific leƩers. 
 
Choosing the wriƟng implement that is best suited for a task. 

To present wriƟng. 

· Perform their own composiƟons, using appropriate into-
naƟon, volume, and movement so that meaning is clear.  

 Perform their own composiƟons, using appropriate intonaƟon, vol-
ume, and movement so that meaning is clear.  



WriƟng—Year 6 
Area of wriƟng  NaƟonal Curriculum ObjecƟve Teacher Assessment Framework  Milestone Indicators  

To plan wriƟng and to 
write with purpose. 

· In narraƟves, describing seƫngs, characters and atmos-
phere and integraƟng dialogue to convey character and 
advance the acƟon.  

· Write effecƟvely for a range of purposes and audiences, 
selecƟng language that shows good awareness of the reader 
(e.g. the use of the first person in a diary; direct address in 
instrucƟons and persuasive wriƟng). 

· Integrate dialogue in narraƟves to convey character and 
advance the acƟon . 

In narraƟves, describing seƫngs, characters and atmosphere and 
integraƟng dialogue to convey character and advance the acƟon.  

To use imaginaƟve 
descripƟon. 

· SelecƟng appropriate grammar and vocabulary, under-
standing how such choices can change and enhance 
meaning. 

· In narraƟves, describe seƫngs, characters and atmosphere.  SelecƟng appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how 
such choices can change and enhance meaning (powerful vocabu-
lary, adverbs, adverbial phrases, similes, metaphors and personifica-
Ɵon). 

To use and to write 
sentences appropri-

ately. 

· Ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense through-
out a piece of wriƟng. 

· Ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using 
singular and plural.. 

· Recognising vocabulary and structures that are appropri-
ate for formal speech and wriƟng, including subjuncƟve 
forms. 

· Using passive verbs to affect the presentaƟon of infor-
maƟon in a sentence. 

· Using the perfect form of verbs to mark relaƟonships of 
Ɵme and cause. 

· Using modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of possi-
bility. 

· Using relaƟve clauses beginning with who, which, where, 
when, whose, that or with an implied (i.e. omiƩed) rela-
Ɵve pronoun. 

· Use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout their 
wriƟng. 

Ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece 
of wriƟng. 
 
Use modal verbs  to indicate degrees of possibility.  
 
Use a variety of coordinaƟng and subordinaƟng conjuncƟons.  
 
Variety of simple, compound and complex  sentences. 
 
Ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular 
and plural. 
 
Using the perfect form of verbs to mark relaƟonships of Ɵme and 
cause. 
 
Using relaƟve clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, 
whose, that or with an implied (i.e. omiƩed) relaƟve pronoun. 
 
Using passive verbs to affect the presentaƟon of informaƟon in a 
sentence. 
 
Recognising vocabulary and structures that are appropriate for for-
mal speech and wriƟng, including subjuncƟve forms. 

To spell correctly.  

· Use further prefixes and suffixes and understand the guid-
ance for adding them. 

· Spell some words with ‘silent’ leƩers [for example, knight, 
psalm, solemn]. 

· ConƟnue to disƟnguish between homophones and other 
words which are oŌen confused. 

· Use knowledge of morphology and etymology in spelling 
and understand that the spelling of some words needs to 
be learnt specifically, as listed in English Appendix 1. 

· Use dicƟonaries to check the spelling and meaning of 
words. 

· Use the first three or four leƩers of a word to check 
spelling, meaning or both of these in a dicƟonary. 

· Use a thesaurus. 

· Spell correctly most words from the year 5 / year 6 spelling 
list and use a dicƟonary to check the spelling of uncommon 
or more ambiƟous vocabulary. 

Spell most words from the year 5 and 6 spelling list  correctly.  
Use the first three or four leƩers of a word to check spelling, mean-
ing or both of these in a dicƟonary. 
 
Use a thesaurus. 
 
Use further prefixes and suffixes and understand the guidance for 
adding them. 
 
Spell some words with ‘silent’ leƩers [for example, knight, psalm, 
solemn]. 
 
ConƟnue to disƟnguish between homophones and other words 
which are oŌen confused. 

To organise wriƟng 

· Using further organisaƟonal and presentaƟonal devices to 
structure text and to guide the reader [for example, head-
ings, bullet points, underlining].  

· Using expanded noun phrases to convey complicated 
informaƟon concisely. 

· Select vocabulary and grammaƟcal structures that reflect 
what the wriƟng requires, doing this mostly appropriately 
(e.g. using contracted forms in dialogues in narraƟve; using 
passive verbs to affect how informaƟon is presented; using 
modal verbs to suggest degrees of possibility). 

Using further organisaƟonal and presentaƟonal devices to structure 
text and to guide the reader [for example, headings, bullet points, 
underlining].  
 
Select vocabulary and grammaƟcal structures that reflect what the 
wriƟng requires, doing this mostly appropriately (e.g. using contract-
ed forms in dialogues in narraƟve; using passive verbs to affect how 
informaƟon is presented; using modal verbs to suggest degrees of 
possibility). 
 
Using expanded noun phrases to convey complicated informaƟon 
concisely. 

To paragraphs  
· Adverbials to link ideas across paragraphs. 
· Using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and 

across paragraphs 

· Use a range of devices to build cohesion (e.g. conjuncƟons, 
adverbials of Ɵme and place, pronouns, synonyms) within 
and across paragraphs. 

Adverbials to link ideas across paragraphs. 
 
Use a range of devices to build cohesion (e.g. conjuncƟons, adverbi-
als of Ɵme and place, pronouns, synonyms) within and across para-
graphs. 



WriƟng—Year 6 

Area of wriƟng  NaƟonal Curriculum ObjecƟve Teacher Assessment Framework  Milestone Indicators  

To punctuate  

accurately.  

· Using commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity in 
wriƟng. 

· Using hyphens to avoid ambiguity. 
· Using brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis. 
· Using semi-colons, colons or dashes to mark boundaries 

between independent clauses. 
· Using a colon to introduce a list 
· PunctuaƟng bullet points consistently. 

· Use the range of punctuaƟon taught at key stage 2 mostly 
correctly (e.g. inverted commas and other punctuaƟon to 
indicate direct speech). 

Using commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity in wriƟng. 

Using hyphens to avoid ambiguity. 

Using brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis. 

Using semi-colons, colons or dashes to mark boundaries between 
independent clauses. 

Using a colon to introduce a list. 

PunctuaƟng bullet points consistently. 

To analyse wriƟng.  

· In wriƟng narraƟves, considering how authors have devel-
oped characters and seƫngs in what pupils have read, 
listened to or seen performed. 

· Précising longer passages. 
· DisƟnguishing between the language of speech and 

wriƟng and choosing the appropriate register. 
· Assessing the effecƟveness of their own and others’ 

wriƟng. 
· Proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctua-

Ɵon to enhance effects and clarify meaning. 
· Proof-read for spelling and punctuaƟon errors. 
· Use and understand the grammaƟcal terminology in Eng-

lish Appendix 2 accurately and appropriately in discussing 
their wriƟng and reading. 

 IdenƟfying the audience for and purpose of the wriƟng, selecƟng the 
appropriate form and using other similar wriƟng as models for their 
own noƟng and developing iniƟal ideas, drawing on reading and 
research where necessary. 

In wriƟng narraƟves, considering how authors have developed char-
acters and seƫngs in what pupils have read, listened to or seen 
performed. 

Précising longer passages (summarising).  

DisƟnguishing between the language of speech and wriƟng and 
choosing the appropriate register. 

Assessing the effecƟveness of their own and others’ wriƟng. 

Proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuaƟon to en-
hance effects and clarify meaning. 

Proof-read for spelling and punctuaƟon errors. 

To present neatly.  

· Choosing which shape of a leƩer to use when given choic-
es and deciding whether or not to join specific leƩers. 

 
· Choosing the wriƟng implement that is best suited for a 

task. 

· Maintain legibility in joined handwriƟng when wriƟng at 
speed . 

Mostly maintain legibly joined handwriƟng at speed.  
 
Choosing which shape of a leƩer to use when given choices and 
deciding whether or not to join specific leƩers. 
 
Choosing the wriƟng implement that is best suited for a task. 

To present wriƟng. 

· Perform their own composiƟons, using appropriate into-
naƟon, volume, and movement so that meaning is clear.  

 Perform their own composiƟons, using appropriate intonaƟon, vol-
ume, and movement so that meaning is clear.  


